THE WAR AND AFTER
successful revolution brings to the surface a number
of parvenus, agitators, and false prophets. We
have ours, too; by their fruits ye shall know them,
and in the end you will know them all. In spite
of everything that divides us into camps and parties
we probably all want a sensible and honest policy,
and even in politics twice two are and always will
be four.
To my mind foreign policy has always been as
important as home policy, and especially in the
post-war period. There it is doubly necessary to
look ahead and be prepared for coming events, never
to be surprised by anything. Questions of the future
are never very narrowly defined. We can only
venture to make an agreement in advance when we
have taken into account, within the limits of possi-
bility, the widest connections and the interrelation
of all the forces and agents. We must know in order
to foresee, as Comte says. Foreign policy is and
should be a great thing, and an important national
and world idea. All the same, few people realize
how much spade work and unseen effort a real
foreign policy demands. For me, at any rate, it is
an unceasing labour; I convinced myself during the
war of the practical value in politics, especially
international politics, of personal relations, and
honest personal information. Sympathy and con-
fidence are a better argument than any amount of